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Introduction 



Education is a fundamental human right for all people, women and men, of all ages. Basic 
education, including literacy skills, should therefore be provided to all children, youth and 
adults, including girls and women. 

In order to achieve gender equality in education, the culture, policies and practices of 
education need to be reviewed and revised. One of the factors that must be addressed is 
that current educational materials contain stereotyped depictions of males and females, 
which reinforce negative attitudes about women and perpetuate inequality. Thus, there is 
a need for changes in teaching and learning materials for basic education and literacy, to 
remove stereotypes and gender bias. 

This booklet provides guidelines for mainstreaming gender in literacy materials. It is intended 
for the orientation of literacy managers, writers of teaching and learning materials, policy- 
makers, curriculum developers, media professionals, teachers of adult literacy centres, adult 
learners and the general public. 

The particular objectives of this publication are: 

• To sensitize literacy managers and authors of literacy materials on the need for gender- 
sensitive literacy materials. 

• To guide writers of literacy materials about the principles for mainstreaming gender in 
literacy materials and the necessity to represent gender fairly in literacy and other basic 
education materials. 

This booklet begins by defining key concepts of basic education, literacy and gender, and 
then discusses the importance of having a balanced depiction of genders in teaching- 
learning materials. The results of a review of existing educational materials in Pakistan are 
then presented. In the following section, guidelines for ensuring gender-neutral teaching 
and learning materials are described, and a checklist is provided for authors of literacy 
materials to ensure such materials are gender-neutral. 
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